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The Ministers Write... 
ctobeSeptember 

From Rev. Darlene McCarley 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Some years ago I saw a DVD, óAwakeningsô and thought it very sad, 
but for Christmas I was given a copy of the book recounting the 
medical reports on which the film was based and discovered the real 
stories were even worse. It has made me think about some of the 
terrible trials people face in life: war, poverty, disability, illness, 
loss, physical and emotional pain. And I have been thinking too of 
what makes it possible to survive, let alone overcome lifeôs trials 
and allow our souls to thrive. 
 

The hospital doctor who, at the end of the 1960s, initiated the drug 
trial on which the story was based observed that three external 
things particularly aided patients in their battle not to be defeated 
by their illness: music, nature and relationships. The patients were 
often much more symptom free during a day out of the hospital, 
especially a day spent in the countryside (the hospital was in the 
middle of a city), or singing or attending concerts. But most benefi-
cial of all was time spent with friends or family. 
 

Dr Sacks said that during lucid periods many of his patients said the 
worst part of their 40 or more years of illness was the isolation. 
We live in a world where even healthy, fit people are becoming in-
creasingly isolated. Too many children spend more time on mobiles 
and internet than interacting in person. More and more adults live 
alone. Someone has even invented a virtual wife! Local and village 
shops are disappearing and those neighbourhoods and villages are 
becoming places people leave, going elsewhere for shopping, educa-
tion, work and social activities. More impersonal places, where they 
are less well known. óThingsô and activities are replacing people in 
our lives. 

 

Christianity should above all else be about relationship; with God 
and with one another. And I believe that in our relationship with 
God lies the only real hope we have for seeing the true value and 
joy of life, of the world and people around us. 
 

But that relationship, like all relationships, takes time and effort. 
The less we devote time and energy to nurturing our relationship 
with God the more likely we are to miss hearing his voice of com-
fort, wisdom and love when we encounter lifeôs stumbling blocks. 
And the less use we will be to one another.  
        Continued next page 
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From Rev. Kim Plumpton  

==================================================== 

Dear friends, 
 

Here we are stepping into another year, I like to think full of potential 
and possibility. Yes, I know that there may well be some stumbling 
blocks along the way and I may even need help from others to climb 
over them. But I step into 2017 with anticipation, that I might learn 
something new in 2017 that was not made real to me in 2016, for we 
are always learning and that excites me. 

 

I was fascinated recently by a book I had started to dip into in the 
hope it might provide some useful pointers for a discussion group. The 
book was called óDoes the bible really say that?ô. The chapter that 
grabbed my attention was the one entitled óSpiritual growth: how the 
church gets in the way.ô Iôm sure you can see why I was intrigued. 
Hereôs a little taster where Mark Woods talks about what he perceives 
to be a mature Christian after reflecting upon a bible study group: 
ñMaturity wasnôt measured by the quantity of knowledge that they 
gathered ð I was ahead of them there ð but by its quality. There was 
a texture about their faith, which had nothing to do with how much 
they knew, and everything to do with how it had helped to shape them 
into the people they were. The mature Christian isnôt someone who 
can reel off a verse for every occasion  and who knows exactly when 
to pull  you up  because what youôve said isnôt doctrinally ñsoundò.  

So my new year resolution for 2017 is to have a gap year. A year off 
from all the things I normally worry about, try to achieve, and do to 
relax and ódestressô, so I have time for God, and those he places in my 
path. 
 

I know from experience that making a resolution to spend more time 
in bible study and prayer will simply not work if I try to do it on top of 
all the other things I do. So, I am going to drop other stuff in order to 
create the time I need ï a God space in my life 
 

Do you need more time with God? What could you give up or change 
to get that time? 
In the light of your faith, what are your ambitions for this year? 
 

Happy New year everyone, 
And may it be filled with the blessings of God, 
 
Darlene  
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The mature Christian is someone who has lived fully and richly, and 
brought every part of his or her life into the presence of Christ and 
under his authority. Christian maturity isnôt something separate 
from the development of our whole personhood, as though we can 
grow as Christians without growing as people. Growth is multifacet-
ed, many layered and multidirectional, and far from it happening 
through church and church based activities, these can actually hin-
der it.ò 
 

Although Mark Woods recognises the way in which church can ex-
pand our minds and spirits, he also refers to the way in which 
church can be all absorbing, our attention distracted by good inten-
tion.  Too many meetings, too much emphasis on attendance at 
events, so busy keeping the church in order, or keeping our doctrine 
in nice neat boxes.  What if weôve become too orderly? Where might 
there be room for the unexpected or the surprises? 
 

On reflection itôs clear that growth  happens when we spend time 
wrestling with the reality of life, where we engage with the mundane 
as well as complex issues and people.  We become fully alive in 
Christ through lifeôs experiences, where those experiences have 
transformed us and the gospel is made real to us. 
 

The challenge for our churches is how we release people to grow in-
to mature Christians outside the church as well as inside , how we 
break open the tidy and ordered structures of our churches and al-
low God to surprise us. We all need space to flourish but maybe itôs 
not in the way we imagine it to be? 
 

Every blessing Kim  

Prayer of thanks for Godôs light 
 

Father of all creation, 
Thank you for signs of life and light, even in the dark and some-
times difficult days of winter. Thank you for Jesusô victory over 
darkness and death ï and for the assurance that, if we put our 
trust in Him - nothing can ever separate us from you.  
 

Help us to hold onto the hope you have given us and to walk on 
with Jesus as our guiding light. And may His light attract others 
who donôt yet know Him and whom the darkness threatens to 
overwhelm.  
 

Shine on us, Lord, that we may reflect your 
light and receive your peace. 
In Jesusôs name. 
Amen. 
 

By Daphne Kitching  -  Parish Pump 
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We brought together the leadership of both churches and meet on a 
regular basis 

A formal letter written to the moderator and district chair. 
Contacting the county ecumenical officer. 
Beginning to worship together more regularly, now meeting together 
twice each month. 

Sharing Methodist and URC communion alternating each month. 
Setting in place 5th Sundays to the URC 
Consider all rotas so that all responsibilities are shared when worship-
ping together. 

Visiting two united churches. 
Visiting ecumenical officer. 
Developing a booklet embracing elements that will need to be explored. 
Developing a list of proposals for 2016/2017/2018. 
Set out a day for spiritual reflection 
Spend time exploring policies for a united church for the constitution: 
decision making; communion; baptism; ministry; worship; finance 

 
What is planned for this next year? 
Complete the policies 
A meeting in March  with  Moderator, District chair, Superintendent. 
A meeting with the county ecumenical officer. 
Set aside a day for considering the vision and mission of the church. 
A retreat for the leadership organised for June with Bernard Fidder 
Consider the buildings in light of our mission 
Keep the constitution in mind as well as the sharing agreement. 
 

Throughout all of this it is our desire to make sure we communicate what is 
happening and bring before Church Council and Church Meeting the pro-
gress we have made. 
It is our hope to move through this process thoughtfully and sensitively, 
taking our time through each stage so that we build proper and firm foun-
dations. 
Grateful thanks must go to the leadership for all their hard work, I am ex-
tremely thankful for their wisdom. 
Every blessing Kim  

 It has been almost a year since we 
made a decision to explore becoming 
one church.  
So what has happened in this last 
year? 

Coming together in Cobham 
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February 
 

Sun 5th 10.30am John Oborn 
Sat 11th 2.30pm Platinum Service 
 

Sun 12th 10.30am Rev Kim Plumpton - Holy Communion  
   (Joint Service at URC) 
 

Sun  19th 10.30am Rev Kim Plumpton (Joint Service) 
 

Sun 26rd 10.30am Rev Gavin Hancocks 
 

 

March 
 

Sun 5th 10.30am Rev Darlene McCarley 

Cobham Methodist 

 Worship Diary 

Time 4 You 
 
Time 4 You has been running at Cobham Methodist Church 
for some years now. It has been a drop-in coffee stop on 
the second Saturday of each month, with biscuits, bacon 
rolls, and sales of jams, chutneys and home-baked bread. 
Now that your mouths are watering, I am sorry to have to 
tell you that it has been decided to suspend it for the time 
being. Many thanks to Rhonda who initiated it and has 
run it up to the present time, and to all those who have sup-
ported and helped her. 
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Cobham 
United Reformed Church 

Worship Diary 

February 
Sun 5th  9.00am Early Bird Service 
  10.30am Vivien Gerhold 
 

Sun 12th 10.30am Rev Kim Plumpton - Holy Communion  
    (Joint Service) 
 

Sun  19th 10.30am Rev Kim Plumpton (Joint Service at CMC) 
  

Sun 26th 10.30am Rev Kim Plumpton 
    

March 
  

Sun 5th 9.00am  Early Bird Service 
  10.30am John Stewart 

A Legend of St Valentine 
 
The Roman Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers.  He suspected that 
marriage made men want to stay at home with their wives, instead of 
fighting wars, so he outlawed marriage. 
 
A kind-hearted young priest named Valentine felt sorry for all the cou-
ples who wanted to marry, but couldnôt.  So secretly he married as 
many couples as he could - until the Emperor found out and condemned 
him to death.  While he was in prison awaiting execution, Valentine 
showed love and compassion to everyone around him, including his jail-
er.  The jailer had a young daughter who was blind, but through Valen-
tineôs prayers, she was healed. Just before his death in Rome on 14 
February, he wrote her a farewell message signed óFrom your Valentine.ô   
 
So the very first Valentine card was not between lovers, but between a 
priest about to die, and a little girl, healed through his prayers. 
 
Parish Pump 
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Cobham Events in February 
 
Thur 2nd 12.30pm Menôs Fellowship (The Meridiana, Ockham Road 
    South, East Horsley) 
Sun 5th 12 noon Church Council Meeting (CMC) (to 1.00pm) 
   3.00pm Play and Chat (to 6.00 pm)   
Tues 7th  9.45am Church Walk  
   8.00pm Eldersô Meeting (URC) 
Thur 16th  7.30pm House Group (venue to be arranged) 
Thur 23rd  3.45pm Messy Church (to 5.45pm) 
Fri 24th  7.30pm Joint Leadership Meeting at URC 
Tues 28th 10.30am Lent Bible Study at the manse (repeated Fri 3rd 
    March, 7.30pm at the home of Helen Pattison) 

Prayers at the Manse 
Wednesdays at 9.30am 
February: 1st,  8th,  15th,  22nd 

House Groups 
 

House groups will take place on the third Thursday of each 
month at 7.30pm, in the homes of the members of the group. 
For the next few months we shall be studying Markôs gospel, and 
the next session will be on Thursday February 16th (venue to 
be decided). All are welcome.  
For further details talk to Brian Manners or David Cappitt. 
Note that because of Lent Groups, there will be no house group 
meeting in March. 

Womenôs World Day of Prayer 
Friday 3rd March 

10.30am 
Church of the Sacred Heart 

For details of this yearôs theme see p15. 
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[Ŝƴǘ .ƛōƭŜ 
{ǘǳŘȅ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭŜƴǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ 
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ   

ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ  

  ΨCƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜΥ  
¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎǎ {ǇŜŜŎƘΩ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ōȅ 

ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ  
¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎǎ {ǇŜŜŎƘΦ 

Meetings will take place at: 
28th February: 10:30am @ The manse  (The film) 
2nd March 7:30pm @ Helen Pattisons (The film) 

7th March 10:30am@ The manse 
9th March 7:30pm @ Helen Pattisons 
14th March 10:30am@ The Manse 
16th March 7:30pm@ Helen Pattisons 
21st March 10:30 am @ The manse 
23rd March 7:30pm @ Helen Pattisons 
28th March  10:30am @ The manse 
30th March 7:30pm @ Helen Pattisons 
4th April 10:30am @ The manse 
6th April 7:30pm @ Helen Pattisons 
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Fundraising events 

 

 

 

 

For information: contact Kim on  
01932586988 or kimp_822@hotmail.com 
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Effingham 
Methodist Church 

Birthday Dates to celebrate 
this month: 

  

  

No birthdays, but weôll celebrate with 
some cake or choccies, especially on the 
14th, which is St Valentineôs Day!!  

Dates for your Diaries 
 
If youôre spring-cleaning, weôd love to have any bric-
a-brac for Effingham Chapelôs Bring and Buy stall 
at our World Mission Coffee Morning on 25th 
March from 10 to 12 noon. Money raised will be 
divided between Habitat for Humanity and World Mis-

Effinghamôs Cleaning and flower Rota, 2017  
 

Firstly Iôd like to say a big Thank You to everyone 
on our rota for all you do to keep the Chapel and 
Hall looking clean and tidy. Just ask if youôd prefer 
to do flowers only, or would like someone to help 
with cleaning, or join the rota! Remember you can 
also donate towards flowers, maybe in memory of 
a loved one, just let me know.  The rota has been 
emailed  but just ask if you need one. With love 
and thanks Pat McElhill . 

Tuesday Teas 
Alternate Tuesdays, 2.30pm to 4pm in St Alphage Hall, Or Lady 
of Sorrows Church, Lower Road, Effingham. 
Come for friendship and chat as well as tea and cake, occasional 
outings and entertainment. February dates: Feb 14th; for the 
28th we shall be visiting The Grange by prior arrangement for a 
cream tea and will therefore not be at the hall. Then March 14th 
as usual. 
For further information and transport if required phone Gill or 
Keith on 01372 457987 or email tinkersend@gmail.com . 
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"Connect" a group for carers and partners with de-
mentia 
 

Come for refreshment, friendship, activities and fun.  
You donôt have to live in Effingham! 

 
We meet in St Lawrence Church Hall, Browns Lane, KT24 5LX in Effing-
ham from 10am to 12noon on alternate Thursdays. Earlier in December 
we enjoyed having Grace Notes, a small music group from Horsley play-
ing well known songs. The singing by our members and volunteers was 
amazingly wonderful. Also closer to Christmas we enjoyed having Morag 
with her guitar singing Christmas songs and hymns.  Later this month on 
the 16th we will have Sheila for another gentle exercise session. 
 
Our mornings start with tea/coffee and cake and we aim to have some-
thing for everyone, Our general activities and puzzles are always ready 
for easy interaction for all with snooker and new age kurling being popu-
lar. We also now arrange monthly outings; to Garsons Farm at the end of 
January for a special tea and cake. We have space for more couples 
from the surrounding area, so if you know anyone for whom this sounds 
of possible interest and benefit, please let us know. Next dates for Febru-
ary are Feb. 2nd and 16th and fortnightly thereafter. 
 
For more info. contact Gill  on 01372 457987  
email GillianMWalker@gmail.com 
or Kim on 01932 586988 

 

All YOU need is LOVE !  

 
Valentineôs Day 

How about a Charity Voucher for Valentineôs 
Day, alongside those flowers, chocolates or 
that bottle of wine? Thoughtful, caring and just 
a bit different!  


