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John Rogers 
 

As we go to press, there is news of the death of 
John Rogers, formerly Methodist Circuit Steward, 
and tireless worker at Leatherhead and Effingham 

Methodist Churches 
We send condolences and very best wishes to 

Avery and the family. 
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The Ministers Write... 

From Rev Kim Plumpton 

Dear Friends, 
 

It seems rather ironic this year that April Fools Day is on Easter 
morning. Of course, we have heard some wonderful stories particu-
larly in the newspapers that have given rise to a second glance on 
this particular day.  Remember last year when ñVirgin Trains an-
nounced the launch of an innovative new contactless ticket system, 
called Tick- Ink that lets customers have their season tickets tat-
tooed on their body.ò 
 

Or how about the grand national shakeup where trials at Aintree 
suggested that horses could improve their performance by wearing 
headphones with piped music, trainers indicated that ñheadphones 
could become as common place as blinkers and nose bands in the 
future. The Jockey club said there is always a place for fresh ide-
as.ò 
 

Better still what about George Osborne who reignited the row over 
his multiple business commitments by ñspeaking to the Advisory 
Committee on Business Appointments, launching his own brand of 
high quality, hi visibility industrial garments aimed at the multi-
tasking CEOôs.ò 
 

I cannot help but wonder about the many ósecond glancesô there 
must have been on arriving at the empty tomb on Easter Sunday 
morning, or even the feeling that someone was trying to play some 
kind of trick upon those gathered there. 
 

Even after all this time Iôm sure there are still those who are 
scratching their heads and wondering what has just happened? The 
incredibility of it all must have filled the atmosphere with an aston-
ished silence and there are those of us today who are still trying to 
make sense of it all. This supernatural event is overwhelmingly ma-
jestic, shrouded in glory, beyond our wildest understandings. Like 
the disciples we are still trying to unravel its complexities and the 
reality of what we see. 
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From Rev Lynda Russell 

Dear Friends 
 
So are you off on a journey around Easter time?  Will you be going on 

holiday?  When I was young we travelled on holiday by car, and so it 

was a very special treat to go somewhere by train, to be able to watch 

the different places flash by out of the window.  There were always 

much more interesting places to see through the train windows than 

through the car windows, and we didnôt have to worry about the route 

or getting lost, both of which we did very frequently!    

An American writer Josh McDowell once said ñNo matter how devas-
tating our struggles, disappointments, and troubles are, they are 
only temporary. No matter what happens to you, no matter the 
depth of tragedy or pain you face, no matter how death stalks you 
and your loved ones, the Resurrection promises you a future of im-
measurable good.ò 
 

Is the resurrection just about eternal life? Or has the resurrection 
got something to say about life here and now, the everyday. Or is 
there something here about God bridging the gap between humanity 
and divinity? 
 

The resurrection offers us an inauguration, breaking boundaries, the 
beginning of a kingdom here on earth that speaks of liberation from 
the old, which ventures into the new, of life beyond death, both in 
the eternal realms and in the here and now.  New beginnings and 
fresh understandings.   It is exciting and it is invigorating because 
there is always hope beyond what we see and what we know, we 
may not always understand it but we can be assured it is a promise 
we are given, God has no boundaries, his power is limitless and his 
love for us seen in all his glory!!! 
 

May God bless you this Easter with his resurrection glory. 
With every blessing  
 

Kim & Colin and family 
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Neither did my parents have to endure the perennial childrenôs re-
frain: ñAre we nearly there yet?ò  This year, as for the past several 
years, we will be going to the ECG conference in Scarborough.  This 
is always a spiritually refreshing time. 
 

The journey that we have made through Lent together towards East-
er is one of the most meaningful times of our Christian year.  Here 
in Leatherhead we have had the privilege of meeting together in 
ecumenical Lent groups.  We sometimes give up things in order to 
help us reflect on our own spiritual lives and where we stand before 
God (if you have done this then I encourage you to give the money 
you didnôt spend to a charity of your choice). 
 

We try to ask ourselves hard questions and hopefully to be honest 
before God in our answers.  At times through the weeks of Lent I 
sometimes want to ask with the child I once was ñAre we nearly 
there yet?ò. 
 

We have journeyed with Jesus towards Jerusalem, to the Cross and 
beyond.  A journey through death into life, and at last now as we 
have come to Easter Day we stand at the end of the journey.  Or is 
it at the beginning?  Together we celebrate the glorious truth of the 
resurrection, the very heart and cornerstone of our faith.  As we en-
ter into this truth again, and as the light of the risen Christ illumi-
nates our lives, we can know with absolute certainty that each of us 
find ourselves loved beyond measure for the person we are, because 
we serve a Saviour whose love knows no limits.  Not only that, but 
this love is the same yesterday, today, tomorrow and always, in a 
very real way in our lives.  We can rely on this even in the darkest 
of times. 
 
Alleluia Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
Every Blessing,  
 
Lynda 
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April 
 

Sun  1st 10.30am United Easter Communion Service: 
   Rev Kim Plumpton 
Sat 10th   2.30pm Platinum Service 
 

Sun 8th 10.30am Rev Roy Bones -  Joint Service at URC  
 

Sun  15th 10.30am Rev Kim Plumpton (Joint Service) 
 

Sun 22nd 10.30am David Cappitt 
 

Sun 29th 10.30pm Rev Gavin Hancocks - Joint at URC 
    6.30pm  Easter Offering Dedication Service at 
   Leatherhead Methodist Church 
 

May 
 
Sun  6th 10.30am Martin Ellis 

Cobham Methodist 

 Worship Diary 

Cobham URC Church,  4th Thursday each month 
Next Messy Church: 26th April, 3.45 to 5.45pm 
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Cobham 
United Reformed Church 

Worship Diary 

April 
 
Sun  1st   9.00am Early Bird Service 
  10.30am Easter Day; Rev Kim Plumpton: Joint  
    Service at CMC with Holy Communion 
 

Sun   8th 10.30am Rev Roy Bones 
 

Sun 15th 10.30am Rev Kim Plumpton - Joint at CMC 
 

Sun 22nd 10.30am Rev Norman Edsall 
 

Sun 29th 10.30am Rev Gavin Hancocks (Joint Service) 
    Church meeting (AGM) after the service 
 

May 
 
Sun 6th   9.30am Early Bird service 
  10.30am Thelma Roberts 
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Cobham Events 

April 
 
 

Tues 3rd   9.45am Church Walk 
 

Thur 5th 12.30pm Menôs fellowship: The Yeoman Harvester,  
    West Byfleet 
 

Tues 10th   8.00pm Trusteesô Meeting 
 

Thur 12th   1.30pm Mustard seed @ Yoke Lans 
 

Sat 14th   7.30pm Fund-Raising Concert (see p 9) 
 

Thur 19th 7.30pm House Fellowship 
 

Thur 26th   1.30pm Mustard seed @ Yoke Lans 
    3.45pm Messy Church at URC (to 5.45) 
 

Fri 27th   7.30pm Joint Leadership Team Meeting at URC 

Prayers at the Manse 
Wednesdays at 9.30am 

 

April: 4th (in the Church), 11th, 18th, 25th 

House Groups 
  

 The next House Group meeting will be at 7.30pm on April 19th, 
and subsequent third Thursdays, continuing the study of Markôs 
gospel.   
 
For further details contact Brian Manners. 
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Cobham URC Church 
14
th
 April 2018 
7:30pm 

A Plumpton/Seager production 

Raffle 
Refreshments 

Photography display 

A fun night! 

A mixture of music 

Unfortunately it has become necessary to post-
pone the concert which was to have been on Feb-
ruary 24th. It will now take place on April 14th, 
and will be bigger and better than ever. 
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The Word in One 
 

A fast-moving seminar over-
viewing the Bibleôs big pic-
ture: 
Godôs plan of salvation; 
How the Bible stories fit to-
gether; 
Context and how the Bible 
books connect; 
How and where key charac-
ters fit in. 
 

Presented by Andy 
Twilley 

May 11th: 10.30 - 14.30 
Drinks provided, bring your own lunch 

All welcome 
At Cobham URC 

 

For more details contact Andy Twilley:  
training@urcsouthernsynod.org.uk 

07552 751600 

Introduction to Hermeneutics 
 

THE BIBLE; sixty-six books, varied styles of writing, 
many authors from very diverse cultures, can leave 
us struggling to fully understand its true message and 

meaning. 
This event will help you appreciate a little more of 
how to appropriately read and understand the Bible. 

 
June 8th: 10.30 - 14.30 

Drinks provided, bring your own lunch 
All welcome 

At Cobham United Church 
 

For more details contact Andy Twilley:  
training@urcsouthernsynod.org.uk 

07552 751600 
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Effingham 
Methodist Church 

Birthday Dates to celebrate in April: 
  

  

Two of our ladies celebrate birthdays this month:   
Rachel Reed and Rosemary Roberts.   

 
Please let us know about birthdays and BIG anniversaries!! 

Tuesday Teas 
 

The Tuesday Teas group seems to be growing, which is lovely, 
with several new people enjoying tea and cake and endless con-
versation, and laughter too. 
 

We meet fortnightly from 2.30pm to 4pm, in St  Alphege Hall, 
Our Lady of Sorrows Church, Lower Road, Effingham (and occa-
sional outings). 
 

The group recently visited the splendid conservatory at The 
Grange for a cream tea. This is a cream tea like no other with a 
delicious scone (cherry, almond or raisin) with tea served in pret-
ty teapots at the table, poured into beautiful china cups and sau-
cers. You donôt have tea like that nowadays do you? Well we did 
at The Grange, and enjoyed the special setting. 
 
Next meeting dates: April 10th and 24th. 
 

Some car transport can be arranged. 
 

Contact Keith or Gill on  
    01372 457987  
for more information. 
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Effingham Methodist 

Diary 

 

April 
 

Sun  1st 9.00am Easter Communion Service with  
    Rev Kim Plumpton 
  

Sun  8th 10.00am David Cappitt 
Tues 10th   2.30pm Tuesday Tea in St Alphege Hall  
Thur 12th  10.00am Connect at St Lawrence Hall 
    2.00pm Christian Meditation in the Church 
 

Sun 15th 10.00am Jay Dunning 
 Thur 19th 12.30pm Oasis Bible Lunch in the hall 
 

Sun 22nd10.00am Beth Little 
Mon 23rd   3.00pm St Georgeôs Day Tea in the hall 
Tues 24th   2.30pm Tuesday Tea in St Alphege Hall  
Wed 25th 12.30pm Prayer Lunch in the hall 
    7.00pm Circuit Meeting in the Church 
Thur 26th 10.00am Connect at St Lawrence Hall 
    2.00pm Christian Meditation in the Church 
  

Sun 29th 10.00am United Service at All Saints with Kim 
    6.30pm Circuit Easter Offering Service at  
    Leatherhead Methodist Church (MWiB) 
 

May 
 
Sun 6th 10.00 Rev Kim Plumpton with Communion 
 
Lent course concluding celebration: date and venue to be  
Arranged: look out for notices 

Prayer Meetings  are held in the Chapel every Friday at 
9.30am.
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Finding your inner  
Easter Bunny ! 

 
While surfing the internet Iôve discov-
ered that the Pope has cancelled April 
Foolôs Day this year, and declared there 
will be two next year! But this may be 
ñfake newsò or just a joke, because this 
year Easter Sunday coincides with April 
Foolsô Day which hasnôt happened since 
1956 and wonôt again until 2029.   
 

Perhaps more sermons will include a joke or two, as well as 
awe and wonder at the miracle of our risen Lord.   Charles 
Wesleyôs famous hymn ñChrist the Lord is risen today: Allelu-
ia !ò(StF 298) will be sung around the World, but I hope some 
will also sing Isaac Watts beautiful hymn ñJoy to the 
Worldò (StF 330), as we certainly need more joy.  I also hope 
that there will be some chocolate eggs, bunnies and fluffy 
chicks hidden amongst the spring flowers decorating Churches, 
because we too need to remember to have fun and be joyful.   
We need to find our inner Easter Bunny !     
 
The Lent course Christ and the Chocolaterie by Hilary Brand, 
based on the film ñChocolatò asks if there is enough fun and 
laughter in our Church groups. She says ñVery many Christians 
need to lighten upéchurch should be a place where people 
blossoménot feel weighed down by guilté You canôt manufac-
ture joy.ò But it will grow in the right environment.   
Letôs give joy room to flourish. 
 
AP 
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St. Lawrence Church Hall in Brownôs Lane 

No Messy Church in April due to school holidays 
Next meeting is Wednesday 9th May; 3.30 - 5.30pm 

 
We celebrated Easter at our March session. The children were 
shown a dozen (plastic) eggs which they enjoyed opening , each 
one with an object inside telling the Easter story from the ride into 
Jerusalem to the resurrection of Jesus, with an empty egg/tomb. 
The crafts included making palms to wave while singing ñSing Ho-

sannaò and making Easter Gardens to take home. 
 

Get Messy!! Very Very Messy! FUN! FUN! FUN!! 
 

For more info contact Gill on 01372 457987 

 

The end of the Lent course based on 
film ñChocolat ò: 

  
A Chocolate Feast 

 
Date and venue to be arranged 

 
Come and join us for a delicious and 

yummy treat ! 
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ñConnect" a group for carers and partners 
with dementia  

Come for refreshment, friendship, activities and fun.  
  

We meet in St Lawrence Church Hall, Browns Lane, KT24 5LX in 
Effingham from 10am to 12noon on alternate Thursdays and also 
arrange monthly outings. Refreshments, friendship, chat and a 
good range of activities are on offer for all. 
 

We were fortunate to have Hedley Kay, known to many locals, 
singing well-known songs with his guitar. His delightful Irish lilt 
added to the conversation and the introductions to his songs. 
  

Next meeting dates (fortnightly) are April 12th with Sue Graves 
and her guitar, and April 26th. 
 
For more info. contact Gill  on 01372 457987  
email GillianMWalker@gmail.com 
or Kim on 01932 586988 
  
You donôt have to live in Effingham to come and join us 

Easter 
Messy Church 


